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This does not mean, however, that India
does not need to be industrialized. On the con-
trary, there is an immediate need of rapid indus-
trialization in order to reduce the terrible pressure
on the land.

"But it also means that since not even 6 per
cent of the people can be absorbed in large-
scale industries in cities even after ten years,
our small industries must be scattered all
over the country-side and have their homes in
villages and small towns. In this way, those
whom the land cannot support can turn their
hands to other jobs without being removed
from their natural surroundings* Peasants
who have nothing to do in the slack seasons
will have some handicraft to fill up their spare
time, and those who are not needed on the
land at all can spend all their time at cottage
industries of various kinds/*1

The real problem in India is to provide
occupation for this period of idleness during
which no work can be done upon the land. The
Report of the Royal Commission on Agriculture
reckoned the interval of absolute idleness as two

1 Minoo Masani, Our India, Q. 158.